
 
 

The Honorable Eugene Scalia 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Labor 

200 Constitution Ave., NW 

Washington DC 20210 

 

March 26, 2020 

 

Dear Secretary Scalia, 

 

The pest control industry represents many small businesses across the nation and is in desperate 

need of the guidance the Department is developing on how exemptions will be handled under 

H.R. 2601.  

 

Exterminators are listed as an essential industry under the Department of Homeland Security 

Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce and much of the industry is 

comprised of small, often family owned businesses that live and work in communities across the 

United States. The passage of H.R. 2601 has created uncertainly as to how exemptions would be 

applied and when businesses might know if they have an exemption, even as they maintain 

critical services across the country. 

 

To do that, our small businesses need certainty and clarity from the Department.   

 

The importance of the pest control industry to the nation as an essential service cannot be 

understated. We help care for the most vulnerable populations by keeping hospitals, nursing 

homes and schools free of pests that carry disease. With over 135,000 service technicians on the 

ground in the United States backed by over 19,000 companies, we stand ready to continue our 

fight against pests and diseases.  We will continue to protect the nation’s food production 

facilities, grocery stores, medical institutions, multifamily housing units, warehouses, homes and 

businesses, so that the population can safely practice social distancing. 

 

As you seek to rapidly adjust regulations in response to Congressional action, we urge you to 

prioritize the announcement of a process under which businesses with less than 50 or 25 

employees will be able to apply for an exemption from H.R. 2601. If we can provide any help to 

you please let us know. Our industry supports Americans across the country, and we want to 

continue to help in this time of national crisis. 

 

 

Sincerely  

 
 

Dominique Stumpf 

CEO, National Pest Management Association 

Cell: 703.887.1089 


